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Because no one if above the law! ^««^

SENSITIVE
April 22,2008

ix Office of General Counsel MUR * -
1-1 Federal Election Commission
™ 999 B Street, N.W.
™ Washington, D.C 20463

O Re: Sen. John McCam, John McCam for President,
40 Presidential Fendralng Luncheon at London's Spencer House
rsi

Dear Sir or Madam:

Judicial Watch is a non-profit educational foundation mat is dedicated to
combating government conuption. As part of its educational mission, Judicial Watch
regularly obtains and analyzes irifonnationganieredaod maintained by the Feder^
Election Commission (FiJuj and other agencies of die federal govemment, men

Mna, inchvltfig Jiiiiieial Wateh'a wdante md mnntfily newaletter The Obtaining,
analyzing, and disseminating of soch infoimation is a very inqxntant part of Judicial
Watch's operations.

Recent news reports suggest that Sen. John McCain and John McCain for
President may have accepted an in-ldnd contribution from foreign nationals, Lord
Rothschild OM QBE and the Hon. Nathaniel Rolhsdrild of Great Britain, in
contravention of federal election laws. On behalf of Judicial Watch and its suppoHas, I
hereby recjuest that the FEC investigate this matter.

Press reports confirm that prior to McCain's recent overseas trip to Britain hi
March of 2008, the McCain president^ campaign planned a f^
House in London for March 20,2008.1

SOI School Street. SW • Suite 785* Washington. DC 90094 • Tel: (80S) 646-5178 • tab (901) 646-5199



Office of General Counsel
Federal AfcCCuOtt Commission
April 22,2008
Pige2

The hmcheon took place on Maixdi 20, 2008, at Ixmdon'sSpeooer House. Prior
to the event, the McCain campaign assured the press n^Congreuwoold be rambursed
fopffiticalnofttai^
lotturaiser • Nfln^ ox DUS aooicsses 100 evident m**icmfl OODDIDHDOO ot TDC site ox
Sen. McCain's presided fundraiser,^
and the HoiLNamfirid Rothschild. Judicial Watt* beMeveauw donation of tiie venue of
the Spencer House represents snm-kindcont^^

It is uncertain whit proceeds were raised as a result of the hmcheoa A web page
fox die Spencer House, advertised as
pala^" indicates it has the capacity to accoî  If
this exchiaive rite had not bean donated to the Mc^^preaktom^ campaign the profit
nxim this event wo^d have been sigmfionxdy reduced. Such a venue can draw large
contributors, considering the invitations sem out by McCain's carnpaign had hincheon
tickets priced fiom $1,000 to $2,300*

Further, fee SpencerHouse website indicates ft offers a "complete service." It is
yet to be determined what was included in the iise of die Spencer House venue made
available Mcourtesyw of Lord Rothschild OM GBE and the Hem. Nalhamd Rothschild for
tiie McCain presidential fundraiser in London.*

On information and belief Lord Rothschild OM GBE and Hon. Nathaniel
Rothschild are not citizens of the United States and are tiierefore prohibited from making
any contribution to Sen. McCain or his presidential committee:

2 UAC. § 441e. Contrilmttau and donations by foreign national!
(a) Prohibition. It shall be unlawful for—
(I) a foreign national, directly or indirectly, to make—
(A)a(xmtribi]tionordraationofmoneyorothertiung
of value) or to make an express or implied promise to make a
contribution or donation, m connection with a Federal, State,

"or local election;
(B) a contribution or donation to a committee of a political
party, or
(C) an expenditure, independent expenditure, or o^sbursement

*M, Sea attMted &dOit 1.
5 See •ttao^Bdribit 2, "Spencer Houie,Ixi^^

|Rialliisj of tavilatiooi and
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for m electioneering commumcation (wttmn the meaning
of section 304(Q(3)) (2 U.S.C { 434(0(3)); or
^apenontoaoUcitt accept,of leceweaooiitribwiiionor
donation described in subparagraph (A) or (B) of paragiaph (1) from
a foreign national

The PEC should investigate whether IxwdRothscMldOMOBEandtheHon.
Nathaniel Rothschild made an illegal contribution of the venue of die Spencer House (or
other associated costs) for a fimdraisn^

ThedkectinvorvemeDtofIx)rdRoai9childOMOBBandfheHo&
RotfncliUd in Sen. McCain's fon^^
whemer other laws have been violated. Specifically, FBC Advisory Opinion Number
2004-26 details:

"2. Foreign National Participation in Decision-Making

Commission regulations implementing 2 U.S.C. 441e prohibit foreign
nationals from participating in me decisiona of any pcraon involving
election-related activities. See 11 CFR 110.200). Such participation in
dedaions indudcs directing, dictatmg, controlling, or directiy or indirectiy
participating 'in fie decision-mating process of any person, such as a
corporation, labor organization, political committee, or political
organization with regard to such pencil's Federal or non-Federal election-
related activMes, such as decisions concerning me r^
contributions, donations, expenditures, or dbbiirsernentsm connect^
with elections for any Federal, State, or local office or decisions
conceramgtheadnmiistntim Id. This broad
prohibition encompasses foreign national involvement in me management

diiig
disbursements ui connection wim Federal and non-Federal elections.
Explanation and Justification for Regulations on Contribution Limitations
and Prohibitions, 67 Fed. Reg. 69946 (Nov. 19, 2002)."*

Certainly, me direct involvement of Lord Rothschild OMOBE and (he Hon.
NalhamdRothscMd'sm Sen. Mote's cam
kind donation of the choice venue of the Spencer House mU)odo& and other possible
amemtieswouldiaiseaiifcstantialqiieri
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prohibition of foreign nationals participating m the decirioiî ^
campaign has occurred.

m particular , on March 19, 2008, one day prior to me fondndsmg luncheon at the
Spencer House in London, Harper 'j Afo^gitB^i^Kyrtedaooimectionbetweenoneofme
Rcrthschtid venue contritoo^McC^
Rick Davis, and Olegl*ripaska,uoiie of ̂  (ft was Davis
who reportedly im^odocedDcriptBka to McC^
in Switzerland.) Nathaniel Rothschild • raoent (01 tunes hsv6| accocding to mis articlOi
been accrued m his ideas me adviser to Deripaski Uss man a year alter their meeting

^^mat *1ie may have amassed his wealm illegally.'* ma recent interview, Deripaska said
lT^ayberUgetmcvisawh«mene3rt(U.SOadmmi^^

mcondi«on,Judicid Watch recraests an investigation
Mc(^in,JolmMcQdn for President, UnlRoth^
Rothschild have violated federal laws and regulations that prohibh the mvolvement of
foreign nationals in U.S. presidential elections. The hifonnation uncovered by mis
investigation will be used by Judicial Watch to educate the American people about the
laws governing our nation a campaign finance system.

Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

JUDICIAL WATCH, INC.

Thomas Fitton
W^^B^J J^fc^fcAjnesiQenc

501 School Street SW • Suite 500 • Wuhtaqton. DC 90094 • TeL (909) 646-5179 • (88S)JW-ETHIC
Rub (808) 646-5199 • email, lnfo*JucflcWwatch.or« • Web Site wwwJudtetaIWateh.org
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I hereby swear, to the best of my knowledge and belief that the foregoing is true
sad comet

Hums Fitton

O

City of Washington )
)

District of Colombia )
ss:

Signed and sworn to before me on this 22nd day of April, 2008, by Thomas
Fitton, President of Judicial Watch.

<?3afe
Christopher!.
Notary Public ft/the District of Columbia
My Commission expires: 11/14/09
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• Home
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• Contact Us
• News
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• Venue search
• My portfolio
• Jjitty of aouVuii

• Jobs
• Event suppliers

Quick venue search

Venue | choose venue
VemMtypeJ chooeeiype

27 St James's Place
London SW1A1NR
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Of London http^/www.i

Tel: 020 7514 1964
Fax: 020 7409 2952

Email

Mao of Venue Location »

Events A Capacities

Reception 50-450
Lunch 10-150
Dinner 10-150
Dinner Dance n/a
MeetinsyCtanference 10 -100
Exhibition Space n/a
Wedding Licence Yes
Wedding Reception Yea
Disabled Access Yes

Spencer House

London's most magnificent 18th century private palace

Spencer House, buffi for the first Earl Spencer, makes an elegant aid historic setting for
breakfast meetings, lanches, cocktafl receptions, dhmen,dvflweddb^ concerts or contract

latk, private and corporate em

Etch host his die exclusive use of the State Rooms, whateroer the size or scale of the occasion. The
Hfffffft^fflfliTininffil̂
llie spltiidM tfjinffffi ^ddch may be nfffld dupnff the •»<"«nMf mnmtiia overiooks die private wf^/o and
has uninterrupted views of The Green Paik.

Spencer House ofien a complete service witti its own staff of M-timedieft and buders, each mena or

2 of 3 4/16^008 4-^3 PM
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Federal Election Commission Advisory Opinion
Number 2004-26
Back to Federal Bieclioii CoiruniHfrion Advisory Opinions Search Page

l ftn Main

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
Washington, DC 20463

August 20, 2004

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

ADVISORY OPINION 2004-26

Jn Witold Barm, Esq.
Wiley Rein & Fielding LLP
1 776 K Street, NW
Washington, DC 20006

Dew Mr. Barm:

This responds to yoor letter, dated July 7, 2004,
requesting an advisory opinion on behalf of Representative
Oerald C. Weller and his fiano,e, Zury RHM Sosa, conoening
luO IDDudOOD OX iDO PQQQiU JtSlQCuOD ^^HDlMAfl& *vCt Ov

1971, as amended (Hie "Act"), and Commisaion regulations to
the participation of a foreign national in the activities of
torn •ffltiatad C M B ^ n eamtnitta

multicandidate committee on a volunteer basis.

Background

Representative Wetter is a Member of the United States
HouseofRetnaentativesandiscurnnuyacarialdatefOT
election. Representative Weller maintains two affiliated
campaign fjommlttefts - Jerry Weller for Congress, toe, and
Oerald C ' Jwy Wefler for Congms - and ii me honorary
chair of Reform PAC, • noncoonected multicandidate committee
(a>nectivelyfthc"C^iimritteeall).OnJuly6,2004,
Representative Weller became engaged to be married to Ms.
Rios Sosa, who is a member of the Guatemalan legialatnre.!
Ms. Rios Son is not a citizen of the United States and does
not have pennanent resident status in the United States.

Ief4 4/14̂ 00110:55 AM
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Guatemala and doea not intend to apply far United States
dttonahip or fa admiaaion fog pcnnancpt residence.

Question Praaeuted

May Ml. RioiSosaiwticipBto in the activities of the
^malrhifc MI • imlimtiii» nMJd?

Specifically, any Mi. Rioi Sota (1) attend Committee events;
(2)pvtidptteinOmmiitteeeyeotibyipeddogQrby
soliciting funds nd support fix the Oomnuttooij (3)
paxti dpfte in meeting! with Hepreaentitive Wetter and

Bo penonoci M^jiiuim ConmnttBo ovcuu or pooticu

fimdniimgiicainpiigDeveatiofodierpolMoal
provided ate haa not made a contribution of her

l findi in order to attend?

Legal Analyaii and Conduaiona

Your leqoeat raiaea two separate legal iaauea. Pint,
woaldMa.RioaSoaa*aprop(>aedactivitiearefQhma
prohibited ftraign national contribution to the Committed,
under 2 U.S.C. 441e(aXlXA), or, in me alternative, would
meyooDMwitm^anexceptioiifbr^lunteeractivitiea11?
Second, would MB. Rioa SoiA propoaed activitiei conatitute
particqwtion by a foreign national in me dedaion-maldng
of the Committee^ ^rich is prohibited Jay 11 CFR 110.20(0?

1. Foreign National Volunteer Activity

The Act and Commiaaion regulationa prohibit foreign
nationala, dfaccdy or indirectly, from making a
"oonnibutionoroV}nationofnx)neyoroummmgofvahie.
.. in connection with a Federal, State, or local election."
2 U.S.C. 441e(aXlXA). See alao 11 CFR 110JO(b).
However, too Act and CfrnifniaiBon TBgiiiiitiinifiii also provide
mat "[tjhe torn 'contribution1 doea not mcrade tfw valve
of aervicee provided without ccnmieMationbyaaymdrvidual
who vohmtcera on behalf of acandidatn or political
committee.'' 2 U.S.C. 431(0(8)00. See alao 11 CFR 100.74.

In Adviaory Opinion 1987-25, the Commiaaion addresaed
the iatue ofwhemer unoonipeDaated volunteer aervicea
provided by a foreign national constituted a prohibited
contribution. The Coniniia^on conceded mat a fiireign
atodenfa work for a campaign without compenaation would not
refuUmaoontributionbecaniaethevatoeofme
uncoimienaatedvohinteerstrviceawaaanedficanyexe^
from the Acfa definition of ccimibutkm^ Similarly, the

2 of 4 4/14/200810-J5 AM
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idtudes fliit Mi. Rioi Sow's performance of the
proposed Gnnpn^pHBUtod activities yon describe for me
GonndttoeB without oonipflnsation would comtitQtc exempt
volunteer activity. Thus, mew proposed volunteer
activities would not result in me miking or receipt of •
prohibited contribution under the Act

2. Foreign National Participation in Decision-Making

Comnriiiion regulations implementing 2 U.S.C. 441 e
prohibh foreign nationals from partidpating in the

•otiviti»SeellCTR11020(i).Siidip«ticipttionin

my ponoOp •ndnsftoorporthon, labor
political committee, or political organization

wim regard to inch penon's Federal or non-Federal election-
related activities) inch as decisions concerni
oicoiilnbuuoiiSj donationSi expenditnreSf or "i
in connection with elections for any Federal, State, or
local office or decisions concerning the
political committee." Id. This broad prohibition
encompasses foreign national involvement n the management
of any political «mfiriHi*>

l and its d««*«fa"« ««gp»«M«B *•
receipts and disbursements in connection with Federal and
non-Federal elections. Explanation and Justification ibr
Regulations oaOmtnlnrn'oaL^
Fed. Reg. 69946 (Nov. 19, 2002). Therefore, Ms. Rios Sow
must not participate in Congressman Weflert decisions
regarding Us campaign activities. She must also leuain
ftom managing or participating hi tin decisions of me

With regard to the four types of activities about which
yon incjuiro, tiie Commission oonchides mat Ms. Rios Sosa
may, as an uncompflnsatBd vohmteer, take part in Chese
Ckmunfttoe activities as long as she does not participate in
uM fj««mitlBBrf MniamBi^malritij pfOOeSSCB* FlTSt, uB
Pnmmtadnn MwirfniiM that M« Pin« HftM may *H~iA

such as camnaign rallies. deoataSi other oubho
and fundraisers. Second, u an uncompensated

volunteer, she may solicit funds fiom jwsons who BIO not
foreign nirtionals. As an uncompensated volunteer, Ms. Rios
Son may also give speeches at Committee events. TUrd, Mi.
Rios SOSA may attend meetings wim RepreiemitiYeWellertnd
Couiiidttee personnel ruganHng Committee events or political
stisiogy. She may not, however, be involved in the

3 of 4 4A4/200Slfc55AM
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management of the

FmallyfMi.RioiSomiiiiyac(X)fDpaiiyReiX€Mntative
WeDer and stand fimdndsmg and campaign events of ofher
political committees, provided ahe does not make a
contribution of her persons! finds in order to attend.
However, her participation in such events is subject to the
•mo limitations detailed above mat govern her
participation in events of die Committees.

> oooathutet an advisory opinion
concealing the application of the Act and
regulations to the specific transaction or activity set
fan hi your
nqjoeat See 2 U.S.C. 437£ TlwGaaimisBion
mat, if there is a change in any

advisory opinion, then me requestor may not rely on that
conclusion as support fcr ha proposed activity.

Sincerely,

(signed)

Bradley A. Smith

Bndosures (AOs 1987-25 and 1981-51)

1 Aoooidingtoapres8releaM]nibliihedonRei)resentative
WeDefs webaite, he and Ms. Rioa Sota plan to many ate
the upcoming November election. See

ewaflX)^
45 10 (visited on July 26, 2004).
2 Gofl^ere Advisory Opinion 1987-25 with Advisory Opinion
1981-51 (concluding mat die Act pramlbitBdsn artist who
^WB a IOCQ811 national OOJD oonatttts IBIS unconineDsated
services as an sitist to create an original work of art for
a political committee's use in tundnismg).

4 of 4 4/14/20Nl<hSSAM
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1XIU The Company They Keep
DEPARTMENT Washington Babylon

BY Ken Sfiverstein

March 19,2008

John McCain is on a world tour, and after
flunking Middle East Politics 101 on the
Jordan leg of his trip, he's now on his way to
London, where his campaign wffl hold a
fundraising event. (For American citizens only
as foreigners can't contribute.) Proper attire
for the luncheon affair is "lounge wear,"
according to the Washington Post, which also
reported that the event wfll be held at Spencer
House on St James's Place, "by kind
permission" of Lord Rothschild and Nathaniel
Rothschild.

Tne latter "may become the richest Rothschild
of them all," according to a profile last year in
die New York Times. Tne story said Nathaniel
Rothschild WES "dose to hflcnming a,

biDkmaire through a web of private equity
investments* in Kastfim Europe; and that he
was "a principal adviser to OlegDeripaska

0*3,000
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of tire richest oligarchs in Russia." Indeed, the
Dotty Matt, has said that Rothschild's wealth
had *l>een accrued m his role as the adviser to"
Deripaska.

Deripaska's name might ring a befl. Bade in
early 2006, lobbyist Rick Davis, who now
serves aa McCain's campaign advisor, helped
introduce the senator and the oligarch during
an international economic conference in

didn't dn anything far

Deripaska after the meetiiig, but the Russian
was grateful for the introduction. Deripaska
wrote "a thank-you note to Davis and his
partner n"d offer[ed] to assist them hi a
subsequent business deal," according to the
Washington Post.

About eight months after the meeting; the
State Department revoked Deripaska's visa to
the United States, due to concerns that he may
have amassed his wealth fflegaDy. That's
embarrassing to the Russian, and he's hoping
to reverse his ban on entry to this country,
which he blames on "stupid and ignoiant
bureaucrats.11 During one interview last fall,
Deripaska said, "Maybe HI get the visa when
the next CU.S.) admihbiUiilion gnmaa in."

j fhrnnigh navia

Deripaska wffl be rooting for this M.
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